Message

From: Thomas, Katie (Sanders) [Katie_ Thomas@sanders.senate.gov]

Sent: 9/26/2016 6:29:35 PM

To: Brown, Rudy [Brown.Rudy@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: EPA Announces Initiatives To Advance Tribal Sovereignty, Expand Environmental Observer Network
Thank you!

Katie

From: Brown, Rudy [mailto:Brown.Rudy@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 2:27 PM

To: Thomas, Katie (Sanders)

Subject: RE: EPA Announces Initiatives To Advance Tribal Sovereignty, Expand Environmental Observer Network

Yes, | will be glad to add her to the contacts. Thanks.

From: Thomas, Katie (Sanders) [mailto:Katie Thomas@sanders.senate.gov]

Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 2:07 PM

To: Brown, Rudy <Brown.Rudy@epa.gov>

Cc: Akerlof, Karen (Sanders) <Karen Akerlof@sanders.senate.gov>

Subject: RE: EPA Announces Initiatives To Advance Tribal Sovereignty, Expand Environmental Observer Network

Hay Rudy,
Fam oc’ing my naw AAAS fellow, Karen. Can you please add her to your email list?
Thank you,

Katie

From: Brown, Rudy [mailto:Brown.Rudy@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 1:13 PM

To: adon.duncanson@mail.house.gov; Allison Dodge; Amy Lappos; Ayanti Grant (avanti.grant@mail.hguse.gov); Cara
Pavlock; Graham, Ellen (Blumenthal); Johnson, Evan (Murphy); Jody Trestman; Kayla Briere
(kayla.briere@mail.house.gov); Curran, Kenny (Murphy); lisa.perrone@mail.house.gov; Matthew Reutter; Kehoe, Richard
(Blumenthal); Shante Hanks; Stephanie Podewell (stephanie.podewell@mail.house.gov); Tyrone McClain
(tyrone.meclain@mail. house.gov); Bradbury, Karen (Whitehouse); Albert, Christopher (Reed); Carvalho, George
(Whitehouse); nancy.beattie@mail.house.gov; Rita Murphy (rita.murphy@mail.house.gov); Roger Suchite
(roger.suchite@mail.house.gov); Seth Klaiman; Stuart Malec (stuart.malec@mail.house.gov); George Twigg
(george.twigg@mail.house.gov); Pero, Haley (Sanders); Berry, Tom (Leahy)

Cc: Alexa Combelic (alexa.combelic@mail.house.gov); Andrew Karwoski (andrew.karwoski@mail.house.gov); Yu, Anna
(Blumenthal); Carpman, David (Blumenthal); Elise Ackley (elise.ackley@mail.house.qov); Jenna Grande
(ienna.grande@mail.house.gov); Jessica Brown (jessica.brown@mail.house.gov); Justin Meuse; Lee Slater; Mark Henson;
Bednarczyk, Michael (Murphy); Neil McKiernan; Rachel Kelly; Scott Stephanou (scott.stephanou@mail.house.gov); tom
stewart; Tony Baker; Goldner, Aaron (Whitehouse); Leibman, Adena (Whitehouse); Unruh, Chip (Reed); Leazes, Dylan
(Reed); Enderle, Emily (Whitehouse); Matthew McGinn (matthew.mcginn@mail.house.gov); Meg Fraser - Office of
Congressman James R. Langevin (meg.geoghegan@mail.house.gov); Pham, Monica (Reed); Peter LaFountain
(peter.Jafountain@mail.house.gov); Abiade, Rele (Whitehouse); Richard Luchette; Sarah Trister
(sarah.trister@mail.house.gov); Keenan, Steven (Reed); Todd Adams; Wojciechowski, Adrienne (Judiciary-Dem); Bob
Rogan; Rampone, Emily (Sanders); Dowd, John (Leahy); Thomas, Katie (Sanders); Mark Fowler
(mark.fowler@mail.house.gov)

Subject: EPA Announces Initiatives To Advance Tribal Sovereignty, Expand Environmental Observer Network
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CONTACT:

Robert Daguillard
daguillard robert@epa.gov
(202) 564-6618

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 26, 2016

EPA Announces Initiatives To Advance Tribal Sovereignty, Expand
Environmental Observer Network

WASHINGTON - Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced an interagency agreement on tribal
treaty rights and other initiatives designed to advance tribal sovereignty and self-determination. EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy announced this and other initiatives to improve human health and the environment on Indian reservations in
remarks at the White House Tribal Nations Conference in Washington.

“The Obama Administration has worked hard to foster an abiding culture of respect for tribal sovereignty and self-
determination across the federal government,” said Administrator McCarthy. “The initiatives we are announcing today will
help institutionalize the great progress we’ve made in recent years.”

Under the Constitution, treaties are part of the supreme law of the land, with the same legal force and effect as federal
statutes. That's why EPA announced a Memorandum of Understanding on interagency coordination and collaboration to
advance protection of tribal treaty and similar rights related to natural resources affected by agency decisions. This MOU
stems in part from EPA’s recent “Guidance for Discussing Tribal Treaty Rights,” an effort to encourage consideration of
treaty rights in the agency’s consultation policy. The memorandum will be available for signature by federal agencies on a
rolling basis. The U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Department of the Interior,
the U.S. Department of Justice and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation have so far signed the MOU, in addition
to EPA.

EPA also announced the expansion of the Local Environmental Observers Network program, a concept tribal
communities initiated and championed, beyond its current reach in Alaska and the Arctic region, and into the lower 48
states. This expansion will develop a lower-48 LEO network hub at Northwest indian College in Bellingham WA, and
create a model for the other 35 tribal colleges and universities in the lower 48 to replicate across the U.S.

The LEO network is a network of local observers and topic experts who share on-the-ground knowledge about unusual
animal, environmental and weather events. The network uses valuable traditional and local knowledge to help observe

and report changes in the local environment. Available Android and iPhone mobile apps give users a powerful reporting
tool to use in the field.

Administrator McCarthy also reiterated EPA’s commitment to help close the gap in water quality protections on Indian
reservations. Last week, the administrator signed an advance notice of proposed rulemaking to invite comments on
whether to extend water quality standards effective under the Clean Water Act to all tribes with reservations. Fewer than
50, out of more than 300 tribes with reservations, currently have such water quality standards. Last week, Administrator
McCarthy also signed a rule that significantly streamlines requirements for tribes to receive treatment as a state (TAS) to
administer Clean Water Act regulatory programs.

The administrator also recently signed a rule to establish procedures for eligible tribes to obtain the authority, under the
Clean Water Act section 303(d) program, to identify impaired waters on their reservations; and to establish total maximum
daily loads of contaminants that can be discharged into those waters. This will allow each tribe to meet their own water
quality standards.

For more information:

hitp://'www.bia.govWhoWeAre/AS-IAAMVHCNAA/Index him

hitps://www.epa.gov/iribalfforms/consultation-and-coordination-tribes
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hitps://leonetwork.org/en/lec/about

hitps://www.epa.gov/iribal/clean-water-indian-country
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Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20460 United States
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